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PROJECT GOALS 
FRONT: TURF REMOVAL

● New sustainable garden design with low water + climate 
appropriate + pollinator friendly plants

● Pops of color: pink, purple and white

FRONT: NEW PEDESTRIAN ENTRYWAY
● New pathway from street to front door
● New pathway to firepit area
● Add pots flanking garage door
● Sculpture as focal point near firepit 

PRIVACY THROUGHOUT
● Remove existing hedges, replace w/uniform hedge
● Add more trees for privacy
● Add layers of vegetation for more privacy

BACKYARD 
● Remove existing planting plan; replace with new
● New rain garden design
● Add stone water feature near rain garden
● Extend planting beds in some areas + accent trees
● Add container program; mix of pots

COURTYARD/SIDE YARDS
● Refresh side yard adjacent to courtyard with similar planting 

palette and new blue pots
● Add container program/pots 
● Add pathway (concrete pavers slabs) on top of existing gravel 

toward garage side (reflect same stones near courtyard)

MODERN MEDITERRANEAN AESTHETIC
● Modern mediterranean design throughout 
● Inviting front + backyard w/consistent plant palette
● Soft palette, drought tolerant plants
● Include landscape lighting throughout + new irrigation, to 

be executed by contractor
● Exterior decorating near firepit: blue, white and red 2
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Wish List

mediterranean modern

low-water + pops of color

family + friends entertaining

landscape lighting 

front entry + rain garden

container program



SITE ANALYSIS

● Located in Castle Heights neighborhood, LA
● Single family residence
● Lot size: 1612SF / .04 acres
● House was originally developed in 1952 with 3 

beds, 2 baths
● New construction includes 5 bed, 3.5 bath 
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SITE CONDITIONS
FRONT YARD 
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BACKYARD 



SITE SURVEY / BASE PLAN
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The underlying theme in all of our work is 
one of Pattern Shift. We push boundaries 
and interrupt expectations of landscape 
in a way that is meaningful, sensitive, & 

sustainable. 
Our work is uncompromisingly unique 

and aims to create thoughtful 
landscapes that will satisfy client desires 

and be a gift to future generations.
.

DESIGN INSPIRATION  & THEORY

Studio Art Luna

 Art Luna believes what’s not tangible 
creates the feeling of a garden. The 

light through trees, the scent of 
honeysuckle and jasmine, the sound of 
water or birds.  How a garden interacts 

with our senses can transport us 
elsewhere because they create 

emotional connection. A successful 
garden taps into its own soul and finds 

what it’s meant to be.

Meg Rushing Coffee
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Precedent Study: Mid-Wilshire Duplex
Los Angeles, CA (Meg Rushing Coffee)



“The plants are used as singular 
elements like dots that work together 

and repeat to create a subtle 
pattern.” - Meg Coffee

Landscape Designer: Meg Rushing Coffee
Contractor: CC General Construction
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Precedent Study: Kelly Wearstler Hillcrest Garden
Beverly Hills, California (Studio Art Luna)



Kelly's home dates to 1926. Majestic 
Cypress trees and manicured greenery can 

be seen from most rooms in her Beverly 
Hills home. She worked with landscape 
designer, Art Luna to create this unique 

space filled with greenery of contrasting 
shapes and forms. This central oasis 

makes the space feel like a treehouse.

Landscape Designer: Studio Art Luna
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DIAGRAM SKETCHES
PROGRAMING + LAYOUT 
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CONCEPT A
DESIGN DEVELOPMENT
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CONCEPT B
DESIGN DEVELOPMENT
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FINAL CONCEPT 
DESIGN DEVELOPMENT
[front yard]
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FINAL CONCEPT
DESIGN DEVELOPMENT
[backyard]
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FOUNTAINS
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POTTERY
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SCULPTURES
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PLANT PALETTE
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PLANT PALETTE



22

PLANT PALETTE
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MIX OF MEDITERRANEAN AND CALIFORNIA NATIVE 
PLANTS TO CREATE A MODERN CALIFORNIA 
AESTHETIC INCLUDING:

● Color palette: green, purple & pink 

● Pops of complimentary red [front door, 
evergreens with red blooms & pillows]

● Colorful container program to compliment 
the pool fountain & existing furniture

● Focal points of interest: pool and new water 
feature + blue pots and rain garden

● Agaves + euphorbia + succulents 
[architectural interest]

● Fruit trees + native pollinator plants
● Companion plants from geographically 

similar climates [Australia, NZ + South Africa]

● Natural + sustainable elements such as wood, 
clay, stone, organic soil, etc. 

FINAL DESIGN CONCEPT
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DESIGN RENDERING A 
Rain garden
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DESIGN RENDERING B 
Rain garden
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DESIGN RENDERINGS: 
Container Program



CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS
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Uslan Project
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LION HOUSE 
DESIGN

Kate Leuhusen

925-323-4917

kate@lionhousedesign.com

www.lionhousedesign.com


